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Table 4.5  Crude Oil and Natural Gas Exploratory Wells, 1949-2001

Year

Wells Drilled Successful
Wells

(percent)

Footage Drilled
(thousand feet)

Average Depth
(feet per well)

Crude Oil Natural Gas Dry Holes Total Crude Oil Natural Gas Dry Holes Total Crude Oil Natural Gas Dry Holes Total

1949   1,406 424 7,228 9,058 20.2 5,950 2,409 26,439 34,798 4,232 5,682 3,658 3,842
1950   1,583 431 8,292 10,306 19.5 6,862 2,356 30,957 40,175 4,335 5,466 3,733 3,898
1951   1,763 454 9,539 11,756 18.9 8,125 2,496 38,723 49,344 4,609 5,497 4,059 4,197
1952   1,776 559 10,090 12,425 18.8 8,491 3,394 43,731 55,615 4,781 6,071 4,334 4,476
1953   1,981 699 10,633 13,313 20.1 9,432 3,952 47,280 60,664 4,761 5,654 4,447 4,557
1954   1,985 726 10,389 13,100 20.7 9,409 4,399 45,792 59,601 4,740 6,059 4,408 4,550
1955   2,236 874 11,832 14,942 20.8 10,774 5,212 53,220 69,206 4,819 5,964 4,498 4,632
1956   2,267 822 13,118 16,207 19.1 11,111 5,179 58,047 74,337 4,901 6,301 4,425 4,587
1957   1,945 865 11,904 14,714 19.1 9,794 5,967 53,420 69,181 5,036 6,898 4,488 4,702
1958   1,745 822 10,632 13,199 19.4 8,712 5,472 47,300 61,484 4,993 6,657 4,449 4,658
1959   1,702 912 10,577 13,191 19.8 8,545 6,031 48,676 63,253 5,021 6,613 4,602 4,795
1960   1,321 868 9,515 11,704 18.7 6,829 5,466 43,535 55,831 5,170 6,298 4,575 4,770
1961   1,157 813 9,022 10,992 17.9 5,900 5,250 43,293 54,442 5,099 6,457 4,799 4,953
1962   1,211 771 8,815 10,797 18.4 6,205 5,187 42,223 53,616 5,124 6,728 4,790 4,966
1963   1,314 664 8,686 10,664 18.5 6,409 4,230 42,847 53,485 4,878 6,370 4,933 5,016
1964   1,219 557 8,951 10,727 16.6 6,715 4,204 44,578 55,497 5,509 7,547 4,980 5,174
1965   946 515 8,005 9,466 15.4 5,366 3,757 40,081 49,204 5,672 7,295 5,007 5,198
1966   1,196 698 8,419 10,313 18.4 6,817 5,808 43,084 55,709 5,700 8,321 5,117 5,402
1967   986 532 7,360 8,878 17.1 5,678 3,979 38,182 47,839 5,758 7,478 5,188 5,388
1968   954 486 7,439 8,879 16.2 5,642 3,741 41,575 50,958 5,914 7,697 5,589 5,739
1969   1,084 616 8,001 9,701 17.5 6,563 4,985 45,918 57,466 6,054 8,092 5,739 5,924
1970   757 477 6,162 7,396 16.7 4,729 3,678 35,123 43,530 6,247 7,695 5,700 5,885
1971   659 470 5,952 7,081 15.9 3,786 3,610 34,499 41,895 5,745 7,649 5,796 5,915
1972   685 656 6,134 7,475 17.9 4,028 4,847 36,081 44,956 5,880 7,400 5,882 6,015
1973   642 1,067 5,952 7,661 22.3 4,008 7,038 34,571 45,618 6,243 6,596 5,808 5,955
1974   859 1,190 6,833 8,882 23.1 5,029 7,683 38,603 51,315 5,855 6,456 5,649 5,777
1975   982 1,248 7,129 9,359 23.8 5,806 8,422 40,448 54,677 5,913 6,748 5,674 5,842
1976   1,086 1,346 6,772 9,204 26.4 6,527 9,121 37,969 53,617 6,010 6,777 5,607 5,825
1977   1,164 1,548 7,283 9,995 27.1 6,870 10,255 40,823 57,949 5,902 6,625 5,605 5,798
1978   1,171 1,771 7,965 10,907 27.0 7,105 11,798 R46,295 R65,197 6,067 6,662 R5,812 5,978
1979   1,321 1,907 7,437 10,665 30.3 7,941 12,643 42,512 63,096 6,011 6,630 5,716 5,916
1980   1,764 2,081 9,039 12,884 29.8 R10,086 R13,763 R49,971 R73,820 R5,718 R6,614 R5,528 R5,730
1981   2,636 2,514 12,349 17,499 29.4 R15,437 R16,983 R68,877 R101,297 R5,856 R6,755 R5,578 R5,789
1982   2,431 2,125 11,247 15,803 28.8 R13,349 R14,694 R60,217 R88,260 R5,491 R6,915 R5,354 R5,585
1983   2,023 1,593 10,148 13,764 26.3 R10,384 R10,193 R48,590 R69,166 R5,133 R6,398 4,788 5,025
1984   2,198 1,521 11,278 14,997 24.8 R12,236 R9,889 R58,373 R80,498 R5,567 R6,502 5,176 5,368
1985   1,679 1,190 8,924 11,793 24.3 R9,847 R8,117 R47,421 R65,386 R5,865 R6,821 R5,314 R5,544
1986   1,084 793 5,549 7,426 25.3 R6,573 R5,372 30,137 R42,082 R6,063 R6,774 5,431 R5,667
1987   925 754 5,049 6,728 25.0 R5,639 R5,055 R26,698 R37,392 R6,096 R6,704 R5,288 R5,558
1988   855 R743 4,693 R6,291 R25.4 R5,294 R5,000 R27,047 R37,340 R6,192 R6,729 R5,763 R5,936
1989   607 705 3,924 5,236 25.1 R3,670 R4,678 R21,908 R30,256 R6,046 R6,635 R5,583 5,778
1990   654 689 3,715 5,058 26.6 R4,375 R4,716 R21,433 R30,525 R6,690 R6,845 R5,769 R6,035
1991   592 534 3,314 4,440 25.4 R3,799 R3,654 R18,792 R26,244 R6,417 R6,842 R5,671 R5,911
1992   493 423 2,513 3,429 26.7 R3,190 R2,712 R13,761 R19,663 R6,470 R6,412 R5,476 R5,734
1993   502 548 2,469 3,519 29.8 R3,179 R3,226 R14,169 R20,574 R6,332 R5,887 R5,739 R5,847
1994   570 726 2,405 3,701 35.0 R3,595 R4,601 R14,204 R22,401 R6,308 R6,338 R5,906 R6,053
1995   542 570 2,198 3,310 33.6 R3,505 R3,604 R13,117 R20,225 R6,466 R6,322 R5,968 R6,110
1996   483 570 2,136 3,189 33.0 R3,514 R3,819 R13,379 R20,712 R7,276 R6,700 R6,264 R6,495
1997E 428 536 2,110 3,074 31.4 R3,502 R4,026 R14,139 R21,668 R8,183 R7,511 R6,701 R7,049
1998E R291 R504 R1,647 R2,442 R32.6 R2,657 R4,107 R12,362 R19,125 R9,129 R8,149 R7,506 R7,832
1999E R154 R524 R1,195 R1,873 R36.2 R1,100 R3,523 R7,929 R12,552 R7,143 R6,723 R6,635 R6,702
2000E R253 R625 R1,288 R2,166 R40.5 R1,896 R4,635 R8,587 R15,119 R7,494 R7,417 R6,667 R6,980
2001E 295 990 1,428 2,713 47.4 2,245 7,662 9,267 19,174 7,611 7,739 6,490 7,067

R=Revised.  E=Estimate. 
Notes:  •  This table depicts exploratory wells only; see Table 4.4 for all wells and Table 4.6 for

development wells only.  •  For 1949-1959, data represent wells completed in a given year.  For 1960-1969,
data are for well completion reports received by the American Petroleum Institute during the reporting year. 
For 1970 forward, the data represent wells completed in a given year.  See Note 2 at end of section.
•  Totals may not equal sum of components due to independent rounding.  Average depth may not equal
average of components due to independent rounding.

Sources:  •  1949-1960—American Association of Petroleum Geologists, Statistics on Exploratory Drilling

in the United States, 1940 through 1960 (1962), pp. 4-19.  •  1961-1965—Bulletin of the American
Association of Petroleum Geologists, "North American Developments" issue.  •  1966-1969—American
Petroleum Institute, Quarterly Review of Drilling Statistics for the United States, annual summaries and
monthly reports.  •  1970-1994—Energy Information Administration (EIA) computations based on well
reports submitted to the American Petroleum Institute.  •  1995 forward—EIA computations based on well
reports submitted to the Information Handling Services Energy Group, Inc.  For current data see the EIA
Monthly Energy Review, Section 5.


